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UNEXPENDED BALANCES 


In appropriations and authorizations to Federal agencies for 
expenditure as of June 30, 1952 and estimated as of June 30, 1953 
and June 30, 1954 





INTRODUCTION 


The data on actual and estimated unexpended balances in appro- 
priations and authorizations to agencies of the Federal Government 
as of June 30, 1952, 1953, and 1954 contained in this report are based 
on information in the Federal Budget Document for fiscal year 1954. 
The compilation was made by the Bureau of the Budget at the 
request of the Joint Committee on Reduction of Nonessential Federal 
Expenditures. 

The concept of obligations underlying the compilation is identical 
with that defined in Budge t-Treasury Regul: ation 1, dated June 1952, 
which in part, follows: 

Obligations consist of “orders placed, contracts awarded, services 
received, and similar transactions, during a given period requiring 
future payment of money.” 

Such obligations include: 

1. Legal contracts; 

2. Letters of intent when they constitute binding agreements, 

under which contractors are authorized to proceed; 

3. Unpaid amounts owed to employees and others; and 

4. Orders placed with Government agence "i and establishments 
under legal authority such as title 41, United States Code, 
section 23, and similar legislation. 

Although the Bureau of the Budget, in collecting the data in this 
report, has insisted that reporting agencies adhere to this definition 
of obligation, experience indicates the firmness of some of the so-called 


- obligations may be subject to review. 


The Bureau of the Sudget introduces the compilation with the 
following statement: 

The tabulation shows by appropriation or fund the actual or esti- 
mated unexpended balances at the end of the fiscal years 1952, 1953, 
and 1954 (other than those in trust funds). The estimated balances 
at the end of 1953 and 1954 are based on the assumption that the 
Congress will grant appropriations and other authorizations (including 
supplement: als) in the same amounts as proposed in the 1954 budget 
and that expenditures would be the same as estimated in the budget. 
These balances also exclude those on which the statutory period of 
availability for expenditure will expire before they are fully expended; 
thus the balances reported are those which will remain available for 
expenditure in subsequent years. 

These tables show for each appropriation or fund balance (actual 
and estimated) that portion obligated and thus committed for future 
expenditure and that portion against which no obligations have been 
made. The breakdown segregates balances according to the type of 
authorization or fund as reflected in the 1954 budget, namely, current 
authorizations, permanent authorizations, revolving and management 
funds, and estimated supplementals proposed for later transmission 
to the Congress. 
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UNEXPENDED BALANCES 


As reported in this tabulation the unexpended balances in appro- 
priations and authorizations are: 


! 
June 30, 1952 | June 30, 1953 | June 30, 1954 


Millions Millions | Millions 
Current authorizations eo 3 ws $73, 589 $81, 179 $70, 133 
Permanent authorizations pene nnenseghddimacuideteen 312 397 393 
Revolving and management funds ti 21, 290 20, 470 19, 348 
Proposed for later transmission ow . 207 5, 708 
Total... “ . Kean tie 1 eave andi 95, 191 102, 253 | 95, 582 
Portion of above total: 
Obligated : 64, 400 79, 422 76, 515 
Unobligated : F nhottbteiati eee 30, 791 22, 831 19, 067 


Generally, definite plans have been made for the obligation and 
expenditure of the balances shown under ‘‘Current authorizations”’; 
however, there is one contingent item of $2.5 billion included under 
this head to cover subscriptions of capital stock of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development should the need ever 
arise. The balances under “Revolving and management funds” on 
the other hand include the capital provided Government corporations 
to carry on a cycle of business-type operations as well as a number of 
purely contingent items such as the $3 billion available to the Fed- 
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation for the insurance of individual 
bank deposits and the $1.8 billion available to the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency and Home Loan Bank Board to assure the liquidity 
of the home loan bank system, both of which would be used only in 
the event of a serious downturn in the Nation’s economy. 
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